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Michael H. Bruno Taga Award For 
Outstanding Contributions to the 
Graphic Arts Industry
The Technical Association of the Graphic Arts is an 
international organization of technologists,  
scientists, technical and production personnel in  
the printing and allied industries, and students in 
accredited graphic arts programs. It was established 
in 1948 as a forum for reporting on new research 
and technology in the graphic arts. It has a long 
history of distinguished annual conferences at 
which technical papers on graphic arts subjects 
are presented. The annual volumes of TAGA 
Proceedings are the published records of these 
papers by leading technical and scientific men 
and women who have contributed measurably 
to the progress of printing technology and 
graphic science throughout the world. 
The Board of Directors of TAGA hereby 
recognizes a professional with a distinguished 
career to receive the 2015 TAGA Michael 
H. Bruno Award in appreciation of his dedicated services and 
contributions to the advancement of graphic arts internationally.
As evidence of this honor, the awardee will receive the Michael 
H. Bruno Award. This award is named for the late Michael H. 
Bruno. Printing was his vocation for his entire working life. He 
was a kind and gentle man who was passionate about printing and 
the people who produced it. In his own words, “I had the good 
fortune to be where the action was during the most active period 
since printing was invented.” We, in turn, were very fortunate to 
know Mike. Everyone who knew him or knew of him respected 
him and his incredible knowledge of the industry.  What a 
wonderful legacy to leave for the world.
Presented here is a summary of the accomplishments of this 
year’s distinguished recipient of the Michael H. Bruno Award.

Michael H. Bruno Award 2015 to Erwin Widmer
Erwin Widmer is the 
Deputy Managing Director 
at Ugra (Swiss Center of 
Competence for Media- and 
Printing Technology) since 
2013. Before this he was the 
Managing Director from 2003 
on. Erwin Widmer’s task 
was to organize the spin-off 
of Ugra from the EMPA 
organization. EMPA is the 
Swiss Federal Laboratories 
for Material Science and 
Technology in which Ugra was 
a part since 1952. Differences 
in the strategies of the two organizations led to the spin-off.
As the Managing Director of Ugra Erwin Widmer was respon-
sible for the organization, the employees, the marketing, the 
orders, the sales and the financial results. Ugra developed under 
his leadership the Ugra PSO certification. Ugra audited about 
150 printing companies worldwide since 2006. Furthermore 
the PSO training for experts was developed. Today about 200 
experts are certified. These experts are coming from all over 
the world. In the Ugra laboratories the testing of bank notes 
was developed. With this service Ugra helps many National 
Banks worldwide to understand the quality of their bank notes. 
Furthermore many new control tools were developed. Ugra 
has today a set of control tools, with which the whole printing 
workflow can be controlled.
Erwin Widmer’s main research subjects are process controls 
and measuring technology. He organizes courses, seminars and 
conferences for the Swiss Printing Industry. He holds papers 
at technical and science conferences and is a member of ISO 
Technical Committee 130.

Since Erwin Widmer will be retired in 2015 Ugra hired a 
successor for him in 2012. In 2013 the new Managing Director 
took over and Erwin Widmer served as the Deputy Managing 
Director for the last two years of his career.
Prior to work at Ugra he worked for 15 years in different 
responsibilities for different printing companies and for 
suppliers. He worked in the following segments of the 
printing industry: Gravure packaging printing, Label printing, 
Commercial offset printing. The jobs he held are: Project 
Manager, Technical Customer Relation Manager, Production 
Manager, Managing Director. Between 1990 and 1999 Erwin 
Widmer worked at Ugra as a project manager for research 
projects.
He studied from 1976 to 1979 at the Swiss University of 
Applied Science in Lausanne in the Department of Printing 
Science and Management from where he holds the Bachelor 
of Sciences degree. In 1991 he did a sabbatical at RIT School 
of Printing Management and Sciences in Rochester NY, USA. 
At this instance he got in contact with TAGA. He attended 
23 TAGA conferences and presented 10 papers since then. 
Furthermore he served two terms in the Board of Directors of 
TAGA.
He is the holder of the 1995 silver medal of the London School 
of Printing. He is the President of the Swiss Association of the 
University Alumni in the Printing and Packaging Industry since 
1990.
Erwin Widmer is married since 1981 with Katharina Widmer 
and father of two sons, who are 30 and 31 years old and a 
daughter, who is 28 years old. In his spare time he likes to listen 
to rock and blues music, playing guitar, doing photography and 
traveling.
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