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Michael H. Bruno TAGA Award For 
Outstanding Contributions to the 
Graphic Arts Industry
The Technical Association of the Graphic Arts is an 
international organization of technologists,  
scientists, technical and production personnel in  
the printing and allied industries, and students in 
accredited graphic arts programs. It was established 
in 1948 as a forum for reporting on new research 
and technology in the graphic arts. It has a long 
history of distinguished annual conferences at 
which technical papers on graphic arts subjects 
are presented. The annual volumes of TAGA 
Proceedings are the published records of these 
papers by leading technical and scientific men 
and women who have contributed measurably 
to the progress of printing technology and 
graphic science throughout the world. 
The Board of Directors of TAGA hereby 
recognizes a professional with a distinguished 
career to receive the 2014 TAGA Michael 
H. Bruno Award in appreciation of his dedicated services and 
contributions to the advancement of graphic arts internationally.
As evidence of this honor, the awardee will receive the Michael 
H. Bruno Award. This award is named for the late Michael H. 
Bruno. Printing was his vocation for his entire working life. He 
was a kind and gentle man who was passionate about printing and 
the people who produced it. In his own words, “I had the good 
fortune to be where the action was during the most active period 
since printing was invented.” We, in turn, were very fortunate to 
know Mike. Everyone who knew him or knew of him respected 
him and his incredible knowledge of the industry.  What a 
wonderful legacy to leave for the world.
Presented here is a summary of the accomplishments of this 
year’s distinguished recipient of the Michael H. Bruno Award.

Michael H. Bruno Award 2015 to Guy Gecht
Guy Gecht has helped redefine 
the ways printing companies 
pursue new markets and refine 
their production operations. 
Along the way, he has guided 
EFI to becoming one of the 
industry’s most successful 
publicly traded companies. He 
is also is a genuinely humble 
but witty man, and is quick to 
tell anyone who asks that his 
success at EFI is due to the hard 
work of an exceptional team. 
Still, Guy has the insight of 
a strong vision for the future of the industry, and he has the 
leadership skills to make it a reality. Outside of his cubicle 
at EFI’s headquarters (yes, he and everyone else at EFI 
headquarters have cubicles, not offices!), he has quote from 
Thomas Edison: “Vision without execution is hallucination.”
Guy’s professional career started after he graduated with a B.S. in 
Computer Science and Mathematics from Ben Gurion University 
in Israel. He served 5 years as an officer in the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) working on complex, high-tech projects. Guy 
then worked for Apple Israel, serving as CTO of a joint venture 
between the computer-maker’s Europe and Israel subsidiaries. 
After working for a pair of U.S. tech companies in the early 
1990s, Guy joined EFI in October of 1995, and became vice 
president and general manager of EFI Fiery products in 1999. 
Guy ascended to his current position, CEO, in January of 2000.
The 15 years Guy has served as CEO have transformed the 
company and its view of the market. In every presentation 
he makes, Guy shares how important it is to help an industry 
overwhelmingly comprised of small- to mid-sized, family-
owned businesses.

Thanks to Guy, EFI’s 2,400+ employees know and appreciate what  
customers need most. They are business owners who, by and large,  
are hoping to pass along a healthy, thriving business to their children.  
It is the underlying motivation behind most of EFI customers’ 
investments, and it is never far from Guy’s decision-making process. 
Unafraid to take risks, Guy has engineered some of the industry’s  
smartest tech acquisition deals. In the early 2000s, he was 
undeterred by the toll the dot-com bust had taken on a promising 
company called Printcafe, and pulled off a landmark deal where EFI 
outbid another, larger suitor to acquire it.
Today, Printcafe is EFI’s Productivity Software business, and it 
is the largest provider of print MIS and ERP products by a wide 
margin. EFI’s original product, the Fiery digital front end, is the 
leading production platform for cut-sheet color digital printing, with 
more than 1.7 million installations.
Over the last decade, Guy has taken EFI head-on into digital 
printing, acquiring superwide-format inkjet technology company 
VUTEk and Jetrion, the former narrow-web inkjet division of Flint 
Ink. He has also ensured that EFI has one of the industry’s largest 
R&D operations as a percentage of revenue. Much of the R&D 
has been in the development of more functional print technologies 
addressing everything from packaging to construction and home 
décor.
Guy’s functional printing ideas form a concept he calls the “Imaging 
of Things,” and it is as much a vision of the future for the industry 
as it is for EFI and its customers, who are transitioning to dynamic 
new printing opportunities. EFI has continued to expand with this 
concept, acquiring Cretaprint, a manufacturer of digital ceramic 
tile decoration systems, in 2012, and buying technology for digital 
printing of thermoformed parts from Polymeric Imaging in 2014.
Observers might look at EFI and immediately recognize it as a 
company founded by a technology legend, Efi Arazi, inventor of 
the original Fiery RIP. But with Guy, the industry has leadership 
of a different type: the vision to take technological innovations, 
build an exceptional team around them, and then expand into new 
capabilities.  
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