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2019 Bruno Award Recipient: Mike Scrutton
Mike Scrutton was recruited 
by Hyphen Ltd. in Diss, 
England while studying at the 
University of Warwick, where 
he graduated with a B.Sc. in 
Computer Science in 1992. 
At Hyphen, Mike developed 
new halftoning solutions, 
including pioneering the use of 
FM screening at the Newcastle 
Chronicle and Journal 
newspaper in northern England. 
Mike presented his work 
at the Seybold Conference 
1994 in Boston, MA at 23 years old. During his time at Hyphen, 
Mike worked on and led multiple PostScript RIP product teams, 
Hyphen being best known for its Adobe clone technology. In 
1995, Mike helped facilitate a management buyout of Hyphen 
intellectual property and was the first employee at HyWay Ferranti 
Ltd. as Director of Research and Development, bringing several 
colleagues to continue the development of its parallel processing RIP. 
The formation and work of HyWay Ferranti drew the attention 
of Adobe Systems, who at the time were looking to expand their 
presence in Europe. In 1997, Adobe acquired HyWay Ferranti 
primarily for the expertise of Mike and the team of experienced 
engineers, who became the nucleus of Adobe’s first development 
organization outside of the USA based in Norwich, England. On 
joining Adobe, Mike led teams developing solutions for printing 
OEMs, including both desktop and industrial manufacturers. His 
first patent was awarded for a color calibration technique for inkjet 
printers in 1999. 
As the complexity of digital print workflows expanded, Mike 
became heavily involved in the Job Definition Format (JDF), 
being one of the early contributors to the CIP4 specification. Mike 
served on CIP4’s Technical Steering committee and as chair of the 

Michael H. Bruno TAGA Award For 
Outstanding Contributions to the 
Graphic Arts Industry
The Technical Association of the Graphic Arts is an 
international organization of technologists,  
scientists, technical, and production personnel in the 
printing and allied industries, as well as students in 
accredited graphic arts programs. It was established 
in 1948 as a forum for reporting on new research 
and technology in the graphic arts. It has a long 
history of distinguished annual conferences at 
which technical papers on graphic arts subjects 
are presented. The annual volumes of TAGA 
Proceedings are the published records of these 
papers by leading technical and scientific men 
and women who have contributed immeasurably 
to the progress of printing technology and 
graphic science throughout the world. 
The Board of Directors of TAGA hereby 
recognizes a professional with a distinguished 
career to receive the 2019 TAGA Michael 
H. Bruno Award in appreciation of his dedicated service and 
contributions to the advancement of graphic arts internationally.
As evidence of this honor, the awardee will receive the Michael 
H. Bruno Award. This award is named for the late Michael H. 
Bruno. Printing was his vocation for his entire working life. He 
was a kind and gentle man who was passionate about printing 
and the people who produced it. In his own words, “I had the 
good fortune to be where the action was during the most active 
period since printing was invented.” We, in turn, were very 
fortunate to know Michael. Everyone who knew him or knew of 
him respected him and his incredible knowledge of the industry.  
What a wonderful legacy to leave for the world.
Presented here is a summary of the accomplishments of this 
year’s distinguished recipient of the Michael H. Bruno Award.

Michael H. Bruno 
T  A  G  A    A  W  A  R  D

Michael H. Bruno 
T  A  G  A    A  W  A  R  D

Michael H. Bruno 
T  A  G  A    A  W  A  R  D

Job Messaging Format working group from its inception in 2000 
until 2011 and continues to serve on the Advisory Board of CIP4. 
Mike’s work in print workflows at Adobe expanded to include 
responsibility for end-to-end designer-to-printing solutions, 
including the early support of JDF in Adobe InDesign and Acrobat 
enabling design, review, and printing of jobs controlled by JDF. 
With Mike’s support, JDF control was added to Adobe’s RIP 
products—initially PostScript RIPs and culminating in the JDF 
control of Adobe’s PDF-native RIP, the Adobe PDF Print Engine. 
In 2007, Mike relocated to Adobe’s headquarters in San Jose, 
California to manage the team implementing version 2 of the 
PDF Print Engine. Under Mike’s leadership, the product became 
Adobe’s flagship RIP, powering production printing worldwide 
and expanding beyond its initial computer-to-plate focus to be 
recognized as the industry’s benchmark for high-performance 
inkjet systems. Fifteen years after Mike’s first work on multi-
processing RIPs, the PDF Print Engine was expanded to support 
highly parallel solutions, enabling the real-time printing of 
Variable Data Printing using the PDF/vt standard.
Mike’s work at Adobe continues to involve a focus on end-to-end 
workflows from design to print. His work has evolved to include 
responsibility for new digital manufacturing technologies, 
including 3D and textile printing, as well as printing from mobile 
devices. In his present role as Director of Print Technology 
and Strategy for Adobe, Mike is currently leading initiatives 
for the design and manufacture of fabrics for fashion and 
furnishing, as well as workflows enabling on-demand printing 
and manufacturing. He routinely works with end users, brands, 
vendors, and OEMs and enjoys the opportunity to represent many 
talented engineers around the world including a significant team 
in Noida, India. He represents Adobe speaking at industry shows 
and conferences, including recently at FESPA, SGIA, AATCC and 
PIA, and serves as Chair of the Steering Committee for the Mopria 
Alliance developing standards and solutions for mobile printing. 
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